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ARRAIGNMEN 


Wozldly Philoſophy; 


The Falſe Wiſdom: 


| Trs being a great hinderance tothe Chriſtian Faith; 


And a'great Enemy to the I'rue Divine Wiſdom. 


By GEORGE KEITH 


1 COR. I. 19, 20, 21. 


Fer it is written, 1 will deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing | 4 


the underſtanding of the prudent. | 

Where ts the wiſe? where is the Scribe? where ts the DiiÞuter of this World 2 
Hath not God made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World ? 

For after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, it pl:a- 
ſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them that believe. 
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\_ Friendly Reader, hh pious | 
\ Thought fit by this Preface to prevent thy Offence at the Title of this ſmall Thea: 
I tiſe, which [call ube Arraignment:of Worldly Philofopkd ; 4s - thereby 
« thou might {i I did intend any true and real knowledge of things either 
Divine or Natural, that any of theſe call'd- Ancient Philoſophers bad, or the real 
and ſincere ſtudy, enquiry and ſearch into them, that any of the children of men' have 
bad, whether. in former Ages, from the beginning of the World, br now have in this 
preſent Age, fo a5 10 condeurnthe ſame. But this #5 far frommy Intention ; for on the 
contrary; 1'do judge; that the ſincere fludy, | enquiry and. ſearch after Truth, and the 
rrue knowledge of God, and of his Greatares, is moſt commendable and praiſe worthy x 
#nd tbey are the mo} Noble Souls, who in all Ages of the world have given and applied 
themſelves unto the ſame ;- for trus Knowledg 1s of more value than all worldly Trea- 
fue, i whicbiruly adorasthe Mind aud Soul of Man, and tg a perfeftivn to - 
ity yea, what eyes and ſight dots, Body; that tru Knordledlg #5 to:the Soul; and as 
we cannot love an outward and wfble Ob jett;onlet we ſee ir,' or have ſome knuwledg 
of it by ſome of our outward ſenſes, ſo we cannot love God our Creatorgunleſs we have 
the true knowledge of him ;, And tho the bigheft and moſt excelent degree of the know- 
ledg of Gods to know bim-in @nrardr and-more immediate way than by the contempla- 
#ion of the Creatures, yet God bath ſet big Creatures, -\and the-gloriows Fabrick of the 
wifble Creation before nx, a8 a bovk in-a large Voltunty whereby we may read and uns, 
derfand net only that God 1s, bus alfs whereby we may know in ſome fort brs manifold 
divine perfettions, even bis exceeding grant Power, Wiſdom, Goodileſs, Purity; Mere 
cy and. Juſtice. But as no man can read @ bvek that s blind, or if he bave eyes, without . 
light, ſo none can'truly and rightly read and -anderfiand the great book of God's Creatt« 
0g but as the eyes.of bis underſtanding are openedyand as his eyes #hen opened, are 
_ enlightned with a divine Light thatcometl:fFom God himſelf; for let it be grantedthat 
mens rational faculties are as the eyes of their minds, yet tbey can never'ſee into the great 
monders of the Creation of Godgwithout- hey the great Creator, doth enlighten them, as 
our natural azd bodily eyes cannot fee bodily Objetts without anaturdl and bodily /ight; 
for ſeeing God made all the Creatures by bis eternal IWiſdom, nothing cn give to man 
the true knowledge of them, but the Jame Wiſdom by which hemade them; and this | © 
is man's dignity and excelenicyabooe the Beaſts of the field, * that he ts capable 10 7e- 
ceive of this eternal divine Wiſdom, and be taught by it 5 and 2s the Rivers that come | 
from the Sea lead tc the Sea, fo tbe Creatures, in a ſecondary and ſubordinate way,tead - 
the Mind and-Syulof Man to God that madethem, as the dipzne- wh the etzrnal 
VViſdom:that ſhines in hs beart ts eyed and regardet; (bat ewe bio | | 
mhat manner this Current and Stream of the Creatures that"conte from Gor, -lzad to 
him, that ſo man may reſt in him, and not i them.” But if »2 \ man © think by. the 
bare ſearch of bis natural underftanding, and meer buman Reaſon, to know either God 
'or the Creation, without the divine Lights be greatly erreth'; and this bath been the 
great Error of moſt of them called Phitoſaphers; that by the bare fearchyof the natu- 
ral underſtanding, and meer human Reafony _ the divine Liebr, they pert —w 
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ed, to make their ſearch into the wonderful works of God in bis Creatures, which they 
not being able to do, they fell into many Errors, which ds contradith the true Chriſtian 
E aith and Dodrine delivered:by the Prophets, and by Ghriſt, and the Evangehiſis, aft 
Apoſiles, as the deſign of the following Treataſe 76 to ſhew ; and\uherefure this 3s $0 1m- 
form the Reader, in the entrance it ts not any good thing ,or any matter of Ttuth, or a- 
ny true diſcovery of knowledge in things eitber divine or natural,that this ſmall Trea- 
tiſe points at, and blames, but the groſs Errors in thoſe called Phileſophers,. wbich 1 
have found too many at this to day be deeyly tinGured and leavened $ub;and theſe'not 
only ſome that profeſs tobe Students of Phuloſophy, 'and Froficients in the ſame, but mas 
ny. ther perſons either wholty,'or in great pars. illiterate, and who neitber-eftcem them- 
ſelves,-nor are «ſtcemed by thers,' ſtudicus in Philoſophy, T bave found deeply ſo tin- 
&ured, and moſt tenarioufly adhering to theſe groſs and permcaous Errors ; and when 
I have warn'd them of. theſe Errors, telling them, that they were the noted Errors of 
- them call a Heathen Philoſophers,whe did lang ago,in Ages paſt, oppugnand garn> 
ſay the True Chriſtian Faith aud Do&rine in many things, and the Errors of the Jeſu 
its Philoſopby, and of. ſome other Schoolmen in the Church of Rome,  ſliffly maintained 
by them,to defend the falſe Antichriſlian Dottrine that that Papal Society us guilty of z 
have reply to me, They know neither the Philoſophy of the Old Heathens,nor 
of the late Schoolmeyand Jeſuits, being. ftmple untetter'd men. But to this Ihave az» 
Jzer'd them, That tho they know uot that fuch Errors.beld by them, are-the Errors of 
the Old Heathens, and of the late:Schoolmen, ſuch as Jeſuirs and others, yet they are 
theſe very Errors; for even asin another eaſe,a man may have in bis Houſe ſome things 
that he may not know to whom they do-properly belong, ſe in this caſe men may hold er- 
romous Opinions, invented by others long ago, and yet not know the Authors of them , 
and they might have come by them without any curious ſearchyſiudy or enquiry intothe. 
Writings or Books of the firſt Authors or Inventers of them, ether by having them oc- 
caſionally mention'd to them, or finding them by ſome accident in ſome one or other late 
Frrauer, that writ in theis Matbers Tongue z and the mind of man, while it ts more 
ſwayd with Darkneſs than Light, and with the ſpirit of Errer than with the ſpirit of 
Truth, beſide the many diſadvantages it hath by wrong Education and drinking in bad 
Principles from bis childiſh years, which are not caſuly drove out, after they have once 
. entrance, will no. doubt be. more eaſily and readily inclined to embrace Error than 
rutb, tho no mans-mind or underſtanding embraceth any Error as Error, but_under 
a notion, or ſuppoſition that it is Truth, even as the VVill embraceth no evil as cvil, but 
as having ſome ſeeming appearauce of good , beſide that the mind of man, unleſs u be 
govern'd a the divige principle of Truth, within it ſelf, us but too fruitful to bring forth 
the like Errors as #thers bave formerly done, as the Earth it ſe.f, that ts not wcll and 
carefully cultivated bp the Husbandman, will be fruitſul encugh to bring forth Bryars 
and Thorns, and hurtful Weeds. And notwithſtanding that ſomes have obje(ted a- 
gainſt me, That the Human Learning 1 received at the Univerſuy in Arts and Sci- 
| Fnces, and Languages, and that called Philoſophy, hath enabled me to diſpute and con- 
b. mem for, and otherways to bold forth both by word of mouth aud by writins, certain 
| incaples of Chriſtian Dodtrine, as ſo believed by me, and as if 1 gloried in my Abili- 
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cies and furniſhing, of human Leqrning, of ſuch Arts, Sciences, Languages, and that 
all d Philoſo;hy, as I had acquir'd in my younger years, and truſled greatly or chiefly 
to that, ſeeking to pet a Name, or Applanſe tireby among.men, . 1 cant, and'do with 
great freedom and'clearneſ$ of mind, declare, That ſuch who ſo judge of me; do greatly 
Jndg amiſs, my Truſt zs in the Lord alone, and my dependance ts wholly and only up- 
on him, and hath been, to receive of his Divine Wiſdom and Power from day to day, 
to ſirengthen and enable me in that work and ſervice'be bath called me unto, 'evtn to 
bear Teſtimony to. the great Truths of+ the Chrigtian- Faith and Dofrine:; - and my 
knowledg and underſtanding 1 have in Chriſtian Dodrine and Principles, 1 have recer+ 
ved from the Spirit of Truth, that hath opened my underfandingyto under$iand them, 
and not from Natural Arts and Sciences, and Languages, and that called Philoſophy, 
which ſince ever I knew the Truth, as it ts in Jeſus, 1 never bave magnified, or high» 
ly efteemed, nor valued my ſelf upon that ſort of Learning ; for 1 bave abundantly ſeen, 
tothe Inſufficiency f 1t, to qualifie any man to be a true Preacher or Teacher of Di- 
wine Things, or' to be a trae Minifler of Chrift Jeſus, whatever ſubſervient uſe the 
True-and Genuine part of human Learning may have to a Miniſter of Chriſt, in ſubor- 
- dination to the divine grace and giſt of God, the ſpurious and adulterate part of it ha- 
ving long ſince been rejeted by me, ſo far as it hath beeh diſcovered unto me; And for- 
ſuch wha through a prejudice in them, ag 7 the many precious Things of the Truth 
of Chriſt, that bis divine light and Firit bath opened unto me, .and continueth. ſtill 
more and mare to open unto me, and enable me to bring forth either by word or writing, - 
are realy in their Ignorance to ſay, ( 45 ſome bave ſaid) Theſe things are bur the 
effes and produtt of Arts and Sciences, human Learning and Philoſophy; 
They but too much manifeſt their want of a Tru? ſawour and ſpiritual diſcerning(what= 
ever high pretences they make of it) wh1 thus unjuſily and unchriftianly judg f me, 
and are if the Number of them {Iſa.5.) that call light darkneſs, good evi and 
ſweet hitter ; while they are but 10% ready to-call that which zs darknefs in them 
ſelves light, and evil good, and bitter ſweet, and ſo they have need 0 fearthe' 
woe that 1s pronounc'd againſt ſuch 25 ſo do; yet many have a better ſenſe and ſavour. 
of my ChrifianTeſtimony. But to convince ſuch, if there be any room left for their con-, 
vidtion, That the manner of Dofrine and Principles held furth by me, is not from, nor. 
ofter the worldly 5% wb which zs but worldly Rudimentss aud buman Traditions,” 
but from and after Chriſt, as hzs holy Spirit hath taught me, and enl:ghtned me, and' 
bath opened the holy Scriptures unto me, zs the deſign of this ſmall Treatiſe, whereby. 
they may percetue that I am ſo far from deriving my Ability from that called the Phi-- 
lbſophy of either Platoniſts, Staicks, or Peripatericks, or any others, Aucient or:mo++ 
dern, of worldly minded Profeſſors and Students, that T have very plainly contradifted. 
them, and ſhowed, wherein many of their graat Principles and Con:luſtons in that 
called their Philoſopby, do contradid? the boly Chriſtian Faith and Dodtrine , and upon 
a due examination, they who ſeek to brand me with dangerous and hurtful Opinions of 
Philoſophy, will rather be found guilty themſelves in that particular, ra 
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| | Colo. 2. 8. 
Beware left any wan ſpoil you through Philoſophy, and vain deceit,afier the 
Tradition of Men after theRudiavents of the World, and not after Chrift. 


FT is very evident out of theſe'Words of the Apoltle Payl,what that 
1 Philoſopby is that he cautioneth the Coloſſrens againſt, to wir, that 
which is after the Tradition of Men,after the Rudiments and Elements 
of the World, and not after Chriſt, and which in the following words 
of this ſame Chapter, he calleth the Comwandments and Dottrines of 
Mer, and having a ſhew of Wiſdom in will-worſhip, and voluntary bumi- 
lity and worſhipping of Angels, v.18.23.and in v.20. he calleth it adog- 
a«4tifengs the words 1n our Engliſh Tranſlation, why are ye ſnbjet to Or- 
dinances, are more duly tranflatedz' why dogratize ze, or why are ye 
dogmatized > Thar is, fubjefed to mens Opinions and Dofrines, that 
tend to overthrow and deſtroy your Faiths ſuch as many of the Opi- 
| Nions and Doftrines of them were that profeſſed themſelves to be Phi- 
Iaſophers at that time. Some of the particular Errors, and hurtful Do- 
arines of theſe Philoſophers he dath-particularly mention, as 1. the 
worſhipping of Angels: 7. a ſelf-will'd Humility: 3. the negleQting 
the body : 4. abſtaining from meats, fo as neither to rouch, taſte nor 
handle thems for ſome of the Philoſophers of that time did forbid the 
uſe of certain meats, and particularly of fleſh, as being hurtful to the 
ſtudy of Philoſophy. Butthe true Chriſtian Faith and Do&rine taught 
by Chriſt and the Apoſtles, alloweth the ſober and moderateuſcof all 
meatsthat are not in themſelves unwholeſome tothe body, as ſome are. 
Alſo he deſcribeth the Effe&s of this vain and hurtful Philoſophy of the 
Gentiles: 1, It madethem intrude into things not ſeen: 2.1t made them 
vain;and puffed up the fleſhly mind : 3.1Itled from the Head Chriſt, 
and from Faith. in him. 

© But as Paol here cautioneth,and giveth warning againſt the world- 
ly Philoſophy, or wiſdom of the Gentife Philoſophers, fo he Exatteth 
and commendeth the trne Wiſdom that is after Chrift, and ſerteth the 
one in oppolition to the other, the one bcing after the Traditions of 
Mz2u, 


TX) 
Men, and Rudiments or Elements of-the World ; the other beirg af-. 
rer Chriſt, in whont are hidallthe Treafures of Wiſdom and Know- 
Tedge, v.3.'asif hebad ſaid to them, Why ſhould ye look afcer that 
whichis rather falſly called Philoſophy among the Gemiles, than rhat 
- which is true Philoſophy or Wiſdom; for granting that they may have 
ſome ſcraps and Fragments of fome true Knowledge, yetit being min- 
gled and mixed with many hurtful Errors, contrary to the Doftrine 
and Faith of Chriſt, it is better to ſhun it than to look-after it. Bat if 
ye deſrre or love true Wiſdom and Knowledg, feek after it in Chrilt, 
learn it of him 3 for in him are hid all the Freaſures of Wiſdom and: 
Knowledg; for who would go and eat ſcraps of Food mixed with Poy-' 
ſon, when they can have a plentiful Table, well farniſh'd with all va- 
riety of wholeſome meats, without any mixture of any hurtful thing? 
It is convenient 1n this place to take notice, that it is only the hurt- 
fal and falſe Opinions of theſe talled Phzloſophers, that the ApoſtlePail. 
doth chiefly caution them againſt, and becaufe what things of Truth, 
or true Knowledg they had, or taught either by word of mouth, or 
by their books and writings, was fo greatly mixed with many hurtful 
_ Errors, it wasmore adviſable for them that were weak, tolet the whole 
alone, becauſe not only all things of Truth, or true Knowledge, thag 
the beſt of them had, were not only to be learned from Chriſt, without 
them, but mach more,even all that was requiſite or conducing to true 
happineſs or ſatisfattion. And as things receive their Name and Deno- 
mination from their greater part,ſo the Philoſophy of theGen1iles con- 
taining for the moſt part more Errors than Fruth,might well be term- 
ed hurtful and erroneous. Yet ſtrictly ſpeaking, it was not what they 
had of Truth, or true Knowledg,cither of things divine or nataral that 
the Apoſtle cautioned them againſt,as fit to be rejeQed or diſowned 5, 
for whatever is of Truth to be found in any men, 1s to be owned and 
acknowledged in its place,and a good uſe and improvement may be. 
made of it to convince them of the Errors that they hold ; for as all 
the parts of Truthare well coherent and conſiſting, and ſtand inmoſt 
excellent Harmony one with another, ſo Truth and Error are very 1n- 
coherent, and break the Harmony and beautiful conſiſtency of things; 
Therefore by what a man holds of Truthin fome ſmall meaſure,he may 
convinced of his Errors when it is ſhewed tohim 1n the clear lighe 


of divine illumination, or even of the true Reaſon of Man, that whbar 
; | | Go | Opt- 


+ TY _ 
FL 


(8) 


niong or Perſwaſions he. judgeth to be trae, are inconſiſtent with the 


Truths he doth hold, that therefore they muſt needs be Errors,and falſe 
and nnſound Notions. And after this manner Pay! dealt with theſe 
called Philoſophers at Athens, As 17. citing a moſt true and excellent 
ſaying out of one of their own Authors, That men, or mankind, is tne 


Offepring of God 3 and from this he took occaſion, whereby to con- - 


vince them of their Idolatry and Superſtition, and ſuch a method did 
the, Ancient Fathers, ſo called, and Primitive Teachers io the Church, 
after the Apoſtlesdays, wake uſe of in diſputing againſt the Philoſo- 
Phersin theſe times, who were commonly the greateſt Enemies andOp- 
poſers of the Chriſtian Faith, by which they did mightily confound 
them, and put themto ſilence, and gain'd upon divers of them, ſo that 
they received the Chriſtian Faith and Doftrine. th 
' "Andſcecing it was not any thing of Truth,or true knowledg that Paul 
did caution men againſt in them called Gertzle Philoſophers, whether they 


had it by vertue of that common divine illumination given to all man-, 


kind,or, by the uſe of their true Reaſon,as men.inſubordination to that 
- moreexcellent principle,joinly working together, both which are the 
good gifts of God;and are not to be diſregarded,but duly eſteemed aud 
valued in their. ſeveral places; the one,to wit,the divine illumination, 


as.the Maſter or Miſtreſs;the other as the Servant or Handmaid,to wit,. 


the trac Reaſon or reaſonableunderſtandingof man : but it waschief-, 
ly or rather indeed, only their groſsErrors that did oppoſe and impugn 
the true Chriſtian Faith and Do&rine that theſe called Philoſophers 
did hold,and which male them ſo great Enemies to the ChriſtianFaith, 
tha they neither did receive it themſelves,while they retain'd theſceEr- 
rors,nor ſuffered their Hearers and Followers,that believed them,to re- 
ceive itztherefore it was that Paul did ſo warmly and earneſtly warn them 
to whom he wrote this Epiſtle, againſt that called P2iloſophy that was 


+ then among the Gertiles,with whom they converſed,and that he faith ' 


beware; the Greek Word is Þ\tnele; that is, ſee, asif he had (aid,take no- 
thiog upon truſt from men, neither believe what they ſay npoo their 
| bare credit and authority; but ſee with the Eyes of your ungerſtand- 
1ngs,that God hath anointed and opened with his heavenly and divine 
_ Eye-ſalve; and with theſe Eyes compare things with thing:z and by (o 
doing ye will fiad that the Gewztiles Philoſophy teacheth many things 


- contrary to the true Faith of Chriſt, and their wiſdom is for the molt | 


part 
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part contrary to the wiſdom which Chriſt teacheth. And that he ſaith, 
beware,or ſee lit any ſpoil you,or make a prey of you,or rob you,throwgh 
philoſophy and vain deceit, The latter words areexplanatory, as to ſay, 
thePhiloſophy I caution you againſt, it is not the true Philoſophy, 
or wiſdom; but vain deceit; and A6yos voice, as he calleth it; a ſhew:- 
ortalk of wiſdom; but not the true divine wiſdom. | 
And whereas theApoſtlePa»/ doth notenumerate all,nor moſt of their 
_ Errors in thisplace,nor any where elfe,but only mentioneth a few in 
particular, an giveth them a warning againſt the Philoſophy profeſt 
atthat time among the Gemtiles-irt general,as being hurtful, and oppo- 
ſeth the wiſdom of the world tothe wiſdom of God:as Cor. 1.after that 
in the wiſdom of God,the world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God 
by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave thews that believe; and ſo dothJames 
ſet in oppoſition the wiſdom row above and the wiſdom from below, with 
the qualities and properties of each,calling that from below,earthly, ſex- 
ſnel and Deviliſh; as indeed the greateſt part of the Learning or Philo- 
phy of them called Greeks at that time,was no other, It is not to be un- 
derſtood, that the Apoſtle did reje&,or condemn the true exerciſe, uſe 
-and improvement of mens rational faculties,cither in the invention,or 
cultivation of ſuch uſeful Arts andSciences as werereally uſeful for the 
life of man, as the skill of Hawbaxdry, Navigetion, Arithmetick, or the 
knowledg of Numbers,and uſe of them,in Accounting, Geometry, A- 
ſtronomy,and other the like auſefulArts, which were for moſt part the 
reſult and improvement of MansNature,Reafon and Underſtanding,asa 
Man,however it may be allowed, that in ſome caſes and things God did 
teach ſome men theſe or the like things by a divine ifllamination, work- a 
ing upon their rational underſtandings,as men:For tho there isnothing 
that is ſupernatural in all theſe Arts and Sciences commonly taught in 
- $chools,or which ſurpaſſeth the common capacity of mens reaſon to un- 
derſtand them.yet the invention,or firſt diſcovery of them might have 
had a_more immediately divine originalzas when Chriſt opened the na- 
tural eyes of the blind to ſee, their ſeeing was natural,after their eyes 
were open'd;but the opening of them was ſupernatural and miraculous. 
[t being therefore the grofs and hurtful Errors that did abound in the 
GemtilePhiloſophy,that madePaul give fuch caution againſt 1tz And the 
ſame Errors continuing among -many called Chriitians at this day, that 
ſpoil th:m,by ME ah the Faith of ſome, and hinder- 
| 7s ing. 
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ing theFaith: of others, which were among the Gentiles 1n. that day, I 
bave found, a Zeal.raiſed' in my heart,and a. weighty concern upon me 
ro point at divers groſs Errors held,profeſſed, and taught in this day, / 
by ſome called Chriitians,asDodrines andPrinciples of truePhiloſophy, 
molt of which were the veryErrors of the old Heathen Philoſophers;and 
they are ſuch as follow, particularly the Platonifts and Stoicks taught, 
1.That the Body is no part of a Man,but a Priſon and Graye to the 
Soul.Hencethey could not but deny theReſurreQion of theBody atter. 
 Deatbsfor no man after he is ſet free out of Priſon, has any deſire tore- 
turn to it againzand alſo from thisError,nodoubt,came that neg]leQing 
of theBody thatP«z/ mentions,Co/.2.23.which makes me the more think 
ftrcange of ſome at this day,who tho they plainly profeſs, they believe 
nothing of theReſurreftion of this body,or any part or parts of it, yet 
they are but overmuch addicted highly to-nourifh and cloath-it, and 
that in a very high degree,and have an extraordinary love to it,and care 
of it,asif it were their mw immortal part.But ſuch who are of thisO- 
pinion,that theBody isasa Priſon andGrave to the Soul,and conſequent- 
ly expeQs noReſurreQion to it,more than to the body of a beaſt,do'not 
underſtand how the body,by fin,is changed,to be liker to a Priſon, or - 
Grave, than to a Palace,ſuch as it was before theFall,even as a moſt fair 
and (tately Palaces and ſuch it will become again at the Reſurrefion 
of the Dead.' Again, many of old taught, and now teach, 
2.ThatMatter or Body has no life or perception, ſenſe or feeling of 
pleaſure or pain,even when theSoul is in it,and united to it;butthat the 
Soul or Spirit of a man,is the alone ſubject of all ſenſation and percep- 
tionzAnd becauſe ſome late Philofophers,ſo called,do not own Beaſts, 
Fiſhes and Fowls to have any principle in 'em,but meer body or mat- 
ter,they deny that they have any ſenſe or perception;but ſay,they are 
moved by ſprings,and Mechanick motions,like toWatches or Clocks: - 
Kencefuch cannot but conſequentially deny theReſurre&ion of the bo- 
dy,for if the body be wholly without all ſenſe or perception,either of 
pleaſure or pain,to what purpoſe ſhould it be raiſed, ſeeing its inſenf- 
bility makes it uncapable either of future felicityor miſery;or any capa- 
ble ſubjed& of reward or puniſhment:But this is plain contrary toChriſts 
DoGcrine,who ſaid, Feer not them that can kill theBody;but fear hin that 
cen caſt both Soul and Body intoHell- Fire. Where note theſe 2 things: 
kf theBody can be killed,that has a Life:2.That it is capable of future 
pu. 


puniſhment as well as the Soul;and conſequently the body of | 
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capable of a future reward,together withthe Soul : and the Scripture 


teacheth us, that not only the Soul of a true believer, but the Body is 
for theLord,and theLord for itzto wit that it may bea Temple for the 
Lord to dwell in,in the future ſtate and world to comezand therefore 
he who raiſed upJeſus front the dead,will alſo 4b up by Jeſus, 1Cor.6. 
13,14-Rom.8.11. And it1s great ignorance in fuch,and a linful excuſe - 
of their great error and unbelief, who ſo frequently fay, Let #4 not be 
concerned about the manner of theRefurreFign of the Body, fince it is not 
diſcoverxed,nor told ws in Scripture what manner of body it ſhall bezbut let 
ws live well,and we need not take thought about theReſurreFion of the bo- 
dy;For the- Scripture doth plainly rell ws what manner of body it bal 
be when raiſed,as well as what manner of body it is that is ſown,or bu- 
ried; It is ſown naturalit is raiſed ſpiritual &c.1iCor.15.42,43. And men 
cannot live well unleſs they have the trueFaith of theRefurreCtion of the 
body; for the unbelief of 1t Teads us to all looſeneſs and Fpicariſm,by the 
lain teſtimony of-the Scripture inthe foremention'd Chap.1Cor.15.32. 
i the dead riſenot(theGreek hath it inthePluralNumber,ifdead men riſe 
not )let a7 eat and drink for to morrow we die. And heretheApoſtleisnot 
diſcourſing of theNewBirth,or riſing of the ſoul outof the death of (in,as 
ſome moſt groſly and perverlly think;but of theReſurreQion of the bo- 
dy : alſo theApoſtle doth moſt excellently argue, That wot to believe the 
ReſarreFion of the dead js not to believe theReſurreion of Chriſt;and not 
to believe theReſurreFion of Chriſt, waketh faith vain,and preaching vain: 
ard if faith be vain,they art yet in their fins who profeſs faith;zand there« 
fore they cannot live well. Lolhow theApoſtle inſeparably linketh all theſe 
things together; ſo that to break. oneLink,is to break the whole Chain: 

See v. 13, 14. 
3.Tho both Platonifi and Stoicks taught many true things of God;ard 
ſome did profeſs to own Gods inbeing in them, and his divine teach- 
ings,comaforts and refreſhments, yet as they taught nothing of that great 
myſtery of our ſalvation; Viz.the, Son of God,ourLord)cſus Chriſt, his 
coming in the fleſh, his dying for our finstoreconcile us unto God, be- 
ing tha: great propitiatory ſacrifice for all mankind , ſo much of their 
Doctrine did contradict it. Hence many of the ancientPhiloſophers,not 
underſtanding the ſpiritual. 6gnification of the Jews Sacrifices, as they 
wereTypes of Chrift,that was to be _ up for the fans of the world 
2 in 


; in bisbody of fleſh, npon theTree of the Croſs,as accordingly was ful- 
filled,did deride the ; ug for their Sacrifices,according to that ancient 
Latin Diſtick of Cato - 
Cum tu fis nocens, cur moritur Viftima -prote 3 
Stultitia eſt morte alterius ſperare ſalutem. 
When thou haſt finn'd, why ſhould for thee 
@ Sacrifice be. ſlain £ 
By another's Death, Life to exped, 
| it fooliſh is, and vain. 
And therefore it was that Paul ſaid, That Chrift grucified was fooliſhneſr 
fo the Greeks, thet ſought after wiſdom 5 To wit, The Worldly Philo- 
fophy 3 as well as 4 fiumbling-block to the Jews. - 
4-BothPlatoniftc and Stoicks placed all their bappineſs inan inwardprin- 
ciple lodged within themſelves,which tho ſome owned to beGod,yet 
they greatly erred in not underftanding,in acknowledging, That al di- 
vine eee and communications flow fans God into men through the 
Man Chriſt Teſus,our alone Mediator: and therefore anyReligion they had 
was mixt with great ignorance and error,or not underſtanding the ne- 
ceflity of theOneMediator,in whom God hasplaced a fullneſs of the di- - 
' vine influences and communications of Grace and Truth, Light andLife,out 
of whom we areto receive our ſeveral meaſures,as ourFaith is exerciſed on 
him,and- as our dependance is upon himzeven as the Members depend 
upon the Head,and.theBranches on theRoot forlife and nouriſhment. 
But they placing all within themſelves,even of what they did' or could 
enjoy of God,wereina great errorzeven as much. aswho ſhould ſay,The 
Branch has. all within it that makes it finitful;or the members of the body 
bave all within them that makes them live. and move:ſo no dependance upon 
theHead,Chriit the Mediator betwixtGod and men:yea this error is ſo great 
that whoever holds it, as too many do at this day{as well as formerly) 
they make themſelves as God,or equal to himsfor it is the alone perte- 
Qion and dignity of God to have al within himſelf,and needing nothing 
without himſelf;for even theManChriſt had not all from within himſelf; 
but hathGod to be his Head, as God hath given him to be our Headzas 
he taught concerning himſelf, My F ather is greater than T:and as theFather 
hatbLife in himſelf,ſo he hath given to the Son to haveLitfe in himſelf, 
that he may quicken whomſoever he wilh;therefore we read that in his 
prayer to.theFather he lifted up his eyes toHeaven,Joh.17.1.cxpetting Þ 
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be. heard from thencezyea 1n his comparing hisDiſciples to theBranobes, 
and hiwſelf to theVine,and hisFather to theHwbandman,this greatmy- 
ſtery is held forth,how as our dependance is on the Man Chriſt,fo his 
dependance-is onthe Fathersfor as theVine giveth ſap and nouriſhmeng * 
to theBranches,ſo theHasbandman giveth earth and ſoil to theVinez it 
being a great part of the Husbandmans work to pu: fat or good earth. 
to the root of the Tree, as well as to prune and dreſs the Branches of 
it : And he did receive of the Father theſe Divine Gifts that he gave 
and ſtil] giveth to bis Church. | 

5.None of a// the Philoſophers taught remiſſion of (n,and juſtification by 
the blood of Chriit,andFaith in itzor underſtood thatEvangelical myie- 
ry,how, Chriſt was wounded for ourTranſgreſſions,and mas bruiſed for our 

niquities;and that by his ſtripes we are healed;zand how he did bearour 

ſins in his body on theTree,and made peace for usby the blood of his 
Croſs.But they placed their whole Acceptance upon theirVertues and 
good Works,tho divers of them proteſied” Platonifts andStoicks as well 
asPerjpateticks,and particularly Ariſtotle in hisEthicks) That what Fertues 
and goed Works they did bring forth,was from 9:ior 1izlomeDivineThing 
or Principle within them.But that this was a greatError in them Paul 
doth abundantly prove both out of hisEpiſtle to theRowans andGala- 
tians,That astheJews were not juſtified beforeGod by any Works of the 
Law,ſfo neither were theGemtiles; but all were guilty beforeGod:For what- * 
foever theLaw ſaith it ſaith to them that areunder theLawythat every month 
may be flopt,and the whole world: become guilty before God.Now this that 
makes the whole world guilty,and ſtops every mouth is theLaw with- 
in, which is fro-ethe divine principle, ſeeing the greateſt part of the world 
have noLaw without. And therefore he concludes, That no wen is ju- 
ified by the works of the Law, but by the faith of Chriſt; All are Juſti 
who have thatFaithzwhichFaith is the gift of God,and is wrought in 
every one thar has it.by the mighty power of God;whichFaith is aLiy- 
ing Faith, and is always accompanied with good works. . 

6.Tho many of the ancientPhiloſophers profe(s'd. to. believe thelm- 
mortality of Souls,and futureRewards and Puniſhments to mens ſouls, 
yet they had no belief of theReſurreRion of theBcdyzas isclearnotonly 
nofrom their own books, but alſo from theTeſtimony of cheHolyScrip--. 
ture;For when Paul preached to them at Athers,Jeſuws and theReſurreT1- 


on,certain Philoſophers of the Epicurean and Stoicks mocked him, ary | 
| cal- 
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called him Babler. Now's this their Denial of the ReſurreQion of the 
Dead,did proceed fromthe two aforementioned Errors held by many 
borhthen and at this day 5v3s. that the body of man wasno patt of him, 
batthe ſoul's priſon and gravezand that the body bas no Life,or per- 
eeption,when united to the ſou]: ſo itdid proceed from a 34 grols er- 
rorzas abſurd as any of the 2 former;»iz. Thatthe ſubſiance,or firſt matter 
of earthly bodier differ in kind from heavenly bodieszand conſequently that 
"#0 earthly body is convertible irtto an heavenly body,and no animalbody is 

convertible into a ſpiritual body: And from fach a.great Error the 1gno- 
ratice andunbelict of thoſe floweth, that do not believe that Chriſt's 
Aviital and viſible body,of flcſh and'bloodzis converted arid'changed 
't& be now in Myaven a ſpiritual 'and heavenly body; And as they do 
Hot believe this'change of Chriſt's body (the ſubſtance remaining the 
fame)ſo nor do they believe that the bodies of the Saints ſhall bechan- 
ged from atiimal to 'ſpiritual, and fromTerreſtrial to Celeſtial and 
'Heavenly,tho'the Seriptare-teftiniony'is plaity and exprefs'for ſuch a 
ehavge,the fabſtance of the 'bolly yetwaining the fame'; For if the ſub- 
Fance-did' not remain the fame;the change would not be a converſion 
or Cette Og an excirariy or aen>rt gen when one chan- 
-geth Copper for Gold,by felli | for Gold:this is quite another 
bens an when Copper 'is ny. Meru rye tonne lſto Gold, 

7. The ancientPfiloſophersditinot believe avy general Day of Judg- 
*ierit,orend of this world;bur moſtly they did conceir, That as it was 
'fromErernity in the manner and condition as it is now in,rouling and 
revolving in a<ontinual ſphere of generation and corruption,evenVe- 
Freon dapabins a ar "well-as Men,fo it would continue to Eternity 
-Mm1_ the like" tnabner: and condition 4s itis now in, (till tutining, round 
5 a continual fphere of generation and corruption .atit! of Livitig and 
'Dying,andDying aridLiving again(but as to this:they were divided in 
Opintons;ſome holding, T hat theSoulr of Mer that were throughly purg- 
* ed from all Sins and Viees, attained to a flate of Mejenrſs joy and rel 

withGod,and aid never return to Tive again in the body:Qthers holding, 
That after ſont long Tras of Time,Souls might decline from their Hate 
'of Felicity 5» the Divine Fruttion,and ſodeſcend into humane bodies a- 
'g4in.) But theſe Opinions are contrary to the holy Scriptures, . which 
_plainly informus, That this viſibleworld had a beginning, and that 
Ynankind had a beginning in Adam and Eveand that the Years'of the 
| | World 
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World, from Adam.to Chrif#s coming in the fleſh; are about 4002 years bySeri 
piure Chronology: And 4 this vipble wor/d had a Rene prey have an ends, © 
as the Scrij ture doth plainly inform wi. But it is not to be judg'd, That the endaf this © 
world will be an aumbilatin, or reducing of it to nothing, as Jowe imagin, buzanly A 
a changeas theScripture callerh it.Nor can ic be-pravedeither from Scripture or 
Re4ſ0n,That this viſible world had its beginning fron nothing, or of notking, but fince 
about 5000 years, and ſome odd hnndreds;For ir is evident from Scripryre,that 
this vitible world did nor take its riſe or beginning tron meer nothing,but from 
that which Moſes calleth,Gen, 1. 2. teh vg bohn, which the Septuagint Tranſlati 
on rendereth «ogg, thar is Iviſible; and the Egiltle tothe Hebrews,c.11,call- 
eth wi xmas, that is things not appearing, | 

8, Divers called ancient Philoſophers, as well as ſome now, held the Soul or 
Spirit of man to be a part of God's Eſſence, or that there were but one great ſaul or 
ſpirit afting in the bodies of a/lmen beth good and bad. - And of this groſs and vile 
Error ſome Ranters and vain Notioni#s are guilty, who yet profels to own the 
Scriptures, bnt the Scripture is againſt them1n this and all their other groſs Er 
rors and Inaginations: For the Soul, or Spirit of Mm, is.a created being ar {ub- 
ſtance, according to 1.57.16, And it is a moſt groſs and falſe Opinion, contrary 
both to Scriptnre and all ſound underſtanding, to imagig,that the ſoul of man that 
hinneth,and is defiled with ſin, can be a pat of God ; For God is holy and pere 
feRt. Beſide, ic 1-not proper to ſay, that Ged hath any Parts, it being contrary 
toithe Nature of his infinite Perfetion, to be compounded of parts, or diviſible in- 
to parts; wherefore when the Scripture ſpeaketh of his Face and back parts, that 
is to be underſtood only by way of Alegory, in condeſcention-to the weakneſs of 
humane underſtanding. This groſs and wile Error, viz. That the Soul is a part of 
| God's Eſſence, or that there is but one great Soul or Spirit ating in the bodies of all 
men, both good and bad, taketh away all difinttion of VertueandVice, and conſe= 
quently all future Rewards and Puniſhments; it is lately much seyived by them 
called Hobbrfs and Deifts, | oo: 

9. As many, or mf of thoſe called Ancient Philoſopbers,held ablurd and falſe 
Principles and Doftrines both concerning the Body and Saul of Man,lo many of 
them did groſly err concerning the glorious Being and Attributes of Gody ſome 
holding him to be Gorporea!, lome denying his Ormipreſence,and limiting hina 
to ſome remote place above the viſible Heavens and Stars ; Othersdenying hisOm- - 
niſcience, and univerſal providence over all his. creatures : All which groſs Ferors + 
being ſo generally condemned by all ſonnd and ſincere Chriſtians, and being fa 
plainly contradifted by the Teſtimonies of holy Scrip:ure, I ſhall not at preſent be 
at pains to refute, it ſafficing to my preſent purpoſe to have named them, as 
ſufficient inſtances to prove,” That the Worldly Phi/oſophy is a great hindrance to Þ} 
the Chriftian Faith, - and opp«ſite to the Dottrine of the holy Scriptures, that have | 
proceeded from the divine Wiſdom and Spirit, to which the wiſdom and ſpirit of 
this World is contrary. | 
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T0. Someof theſe called Ancient Phileſophers, did conccity that there were in 
God paſſwns of grief and anger, ſuch as there are in men, _ emergent occaſions, 
and that God could change his mind,or will and purpoſe concerning men and thingy, 
as ſome ignorant Perſons do ſo conceive at this day, imagining, that not only 
anger and grief is competible unto God, but repentance atfo, too literally and car- 
nally underſtanding that Place of Scriprure,that it repented God that he had made 
man ; not well conſidering that the Scripture ſpeaketh frequently of God, in 
condeſcenſion to our weakneſs, by Metaphors, Figures and Allegories, as wheh we 
read of his Eyes, Ears, Mouth, Hands, &c. And the Scripture faith, God is 
. not as 'man, that he can repent, and his gifts and calling are without repentance? 
And ſeeing in God there is ns variableneſs, nor ſhadow of change, as both Scripture 
and good Reaſon teacheth,how can it be conceivedythat there can be any chgnge 
of his mind, will and purpoſe, concerning either perſons or things? And as tor 4ne 
ger and Grief, they may be (aid tobe in God effeQtively, bur not ſubjeQively z 
not as accidents akerede in their ſubje&t; for no accidents can have place in 
God, who'is an infinitely perfe& Being, God's 4nger being his me holy and rig/e 
N—_ to pun ſh tranſgr-ſcrs,>nd his Grief being an atter averſion from ſin, and 

atred of it, | 
I i; Some alſo have imagined, as the Manichees and Gnoſticks of Old, That 
God could be wounded and bruiſed, or oppreſſed by mens fins, and that his Life or 
Spirit conld be killed, and ſlain in men, by their (ins ; miſunderſtanding and per- 
verting ſome places of Scripture, that if they bz' underfood of God himſelf, can- 
not be otherwiſe conſtrued, but to be ſpoken figuratively, as wher: he is ſaid to 
h.rwve repented. But if by the Life anJ Spirit of God, be not meant God him- 
ſelf, as oft iris, but a life and ſpirit begotten or formed by the living Power of 
God in'the $2ints,from a Divine Seed ſown in them, called in Scripture, the 
Seedof God, it oughtto be granted, That this formed Life, Birth or Plant, may, 
and doth ſuffer in men by their fins, and the tenler Seed of Ged is burthened, griev- 
e1, and, ſo to feak, wounded in men by their fins, But this Seed is notGod him- 
ſelf, bur ſomewhar chat isemanated, and that proceeded from him, and doth 
belong to the Mediatory Spirit of Chriſt, and-is a meaſure thereof, the fullneſ; of 
which dweleth for ever in the Man Chrift Jeſus, and out of whoſs fullneſs to eve- 
ry one of u is given grace, according to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, as the 

| Scripturedeclareth, 
WW © 12, The high and myſtcrious Doffrine of the Elefttion and Predeſtination of the 
Saints, by the way of grace and bleſs, t. bring them to glory and happineſs ever- 
lifting, and how God hath choſen all theheirs of ſalvation in Chrift Jeſus, their e- 
le Head, Root anJ Foundation, both unto. holineſs, «as the means, and evcr/aſting 
happpineſs and bfe, as th: end; isa thing, that the wileſt of the Worlds Philoſo- 
phers under(t»od nothing of ; tor it is a great part of that wiſdom. that Pau! {aid,he 
ſpoke among them that were perfett.Eph.1.4,5,6,7,8. and Erh.3.195,11. Andthere 
is ſcarce any Doftrine of the Chriſtian Faich, that the carnal and fleſhly pas 
| 0 
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of man doth more*contradi@ and oppoſe, and argue and contend againſt, 
thanhis bigh and myſterious, and yet moft comfortable Dofrine of the. 
Chriſtian _ plainly ard amply teſtified of in the boly Scri; cures, 


13. Avd laſtly, The worldly Philoſophy and foſhh Wiſdom hathi inverted 
many Words, Icrms and Phraſes that do rather darken and obſcure the 
Truth, rhan tend'to diſcover jt; fo that what God ſaid urito Job, might well 
be ſaid concerning thery called Philoſophers both ancient ar.d late ; Who is this 
that darkneth Counſel with words without knowledge ? And multitudes of dark 
and obſcure Words hath bred a mulcicude of dark, obſcure and fallacious di- 
ſtiaQions, and theſe baye endlc {sdiſputes and controverſies in that call- 
ed Natural Philoſophy :-and as that called the Natural Philoſophy is greatly 
corrupted with fallacious Terms, Phraſes, Diſtintions and Maxims or Axioms 
ſo called 3 {o the'mixing or mingling that called Philoſophy with Matters of 
Religion, which is not for the moſt part erue, but falſe, this hath done great 
hurt, 4nd hath: occaſioned a great corruption in the DoQtine relating to the 
Faith-of Chriſtand the Chriſtian Religion, commonly called Divinity and 
Theology; eſpecially that taught in Univerſities commonly called School Di- 
nity, being ſtuffed with the Words, Terms, Phraſes, vain and fallacious di- 
nQions, definitions and Maxims of the World's Philoſophy which has noe 
atrue Foundation in the truth of things, but is only grounded on mens ima- 
f ination?, 2ndtraditional gloſſes, that have but gueſs'd at things, that bath led 
* therminds of Men into a:Labyrinth and Wilderneſs of Confuſion, and uns 
profitable janglivg and diſputing, deſervedly called by the Apoſtle Pas!, the 
Oppoſition of Science falſly ſo called ; for well thay that be Science falfly fo 
called, that is only a ſophiſtical Art of wrangling, contending and oppoſing: 
what another man ſaith, whatever it be, and ſo diſpute things endleſly pro an 
contra, inſomuch that there is ſcarce any concluſion or aſſertion in that calied 
Natural Philoſophy, but both the Affirmative ard Negative, by point-blank 
contradiQion, is defended, by multitudes of Authors z and what one tuilds, 
another deſttOys z what one proveth to be truth, another (as | ethiuketh3pro- 
yeth to beerror, and both pretend to Rea'on and Philoſophy. * Beſide, thar 
the Werldly Philoſophy forthe mc part is rater a skill ro talk ofthingswith 
a multi:nce of nords, w thout'any true knowledp, than a real ſolid knawledg 
of thew, Hence it is that Pax! defineth it ro be the wi{dom of word:, and the 
enticing words cf man's wiſdom ; allo the wiſlomof mar, which God will de- 
ftroy, 1 Cor. 1, and 2 Chajtersy. | 
Ad as many of them called Old Philaſophers, h:Id many falſe and abſurd 
Orio ions direAly courrary to the Ctriſtian Faich,ſo do many of late pretend- 
ing greatly to Philoſophy amone thoſe called Chriſtians, eſpecially the Mas 
-rsand Prefefle r: (fc called)of Philoſophy inUnivet ſnics and publick Schools 
o! Learning in thcChurch of Rowt'tom whom too many P: oceſtant Profeſſors 
| have borrowed {ome of their corrupt — ct talle Philolopt.y, which _ 
avc 


vw 


(8) 


have aiaalodwidrabet this call Divieuy us Theology, bus ani ginge Dies 
niry ar Theology, not being the Tonk as it is ip Jeſus, *which is free from all 


mixtures of Errar and hatſoeyer, And of fuck Errors beld by Po- 
iſh. s of Philoſophy, I 


Wi 
oicllo ich inftance lame cpacerning'bogdy or 
ſubſtaace and marrcer. _ | * | 


; L One grols Error: held by them is, That the quantity and other accidents of 
a Body, can. ſubfilt or remgin without the ſubſtance. And on thisablurd Error in 
that called Ph;loſo, by, they build their.talſe Faith, that atter the words of Conſe- 
cration, the quantity of the Bread and: Wiwe, and other accidents of GoJonr, 
Smell, Taſte and Feeliug, in-that called the #4; remain i6 the conſecra; 
ted. Wafer or Cake, while che-{ubſtance of the Bread and. Wine is gone, and 
cealeth ariy more to be. POT a ti ing | 375 

JL. Afecond groſs Error in their Philoſopby is, That there can be & fenetration 
of bodies and bodily parts > {o that one whole-body remaing a body ſtill, can 
b2in the (ame place with another bady ob the ſame quanuty, |:ocrupying the 
ſame room and ſpace at one and the ſame'itime,; and -conicquent]y? that the 
whole ſabftance of a man's body may octupy no:morc room or {pace than the 
leaſt grain or atome of bread z and on this abſurd Error:tacy build their falſe 
Faith, That the ſame Body of Chrift that was crucified, and raiſed ag8in,and aſcen> 
ded intoHeavey js in every grain or atomeof the Enchariftical Bread: | 
© VL Athird groſgerror concerning bodies, they teach, is, That one aud. the 
Same body inal its parts, undivided one fram another, can be in many places at once. 
And on this abſurd error they build their falſe faith, That the vifih/e Body of 
Chrif is in many thouſand places at once,to wit, not only in every conſecrated Cake 
or Wafer, but in every grain thereof. 

IV. A fourth groſs error they teach, is, That one bogy can be tranſubſtantiated 
into another body; which is to ſay, That the ſubſtance or eſſence of the body is chan- 
ged into another ſubſtance or eſſence, And onthis abſurd error they build their 
abſurd DoQrine of Tranſubſtantiation, affirming, That the ſubſtance of the Bread 
and Wine in the Euchariſt, or Supper, after Conſecration, ss tranfubftantiated;that 
s,changed into the ſubſtance of Ehrift's Bady, But as the Popiſh error of Tran 
Hulſtartiation is exceeding grols and hurtfal, ſo is the error of ſome no leſs pros, 


but rather much more both groſs and hurtful, who feign, That the glorified Bo» | - 


dy of Chrift is Omnipreſent, ſo not only attributing toit above what a Body is ca- 
pable of in its higheſt. exaltation, but what is a proper and peculiar Attribute 
'of God Almighty, and cſſcarial to him. Into which groſserror having fallen 
by their great ignorance, they ſeck ro defend ity by groſty peryerting that place 
of Scripture, Eph.4, to. He that deſcended, is the ſame alfo.that aſcended up far a- 
be alt heavens,that he might fill all things, But it is not ſaid here,nor any where 
elſe in. Scripture, That his Bady that wasraiſed from the dead filleth all things 3 
bur it i$expreſly ſaid, A#s 3. 21. That the heavens muſt receive him, until the 
time of the reſtitution of all things: which muſt necds be underſtood of his. Body, 
or 


þ you, but me ye have nit atways, viz, bodily, though | By preſent.” 
But I would not have any to think, thar[ dedy, that Chil Sg ited Body en 
extend its Verrue ro men here on carth, as he pleaſcth; for that LOL grant 
ad believe, that both his Sox! and Body can cxtend their Yertue,as by, Rays and 
Beants to the Saiors upon Earth ; and' no doubt but his Mcdiatory Spirit and 
Life dothextend it ſelf itro ovr ſopls, Bur this is no proof, that Chrilf's Body 
is cycry where where God is; for ſo ro affirm is a grofler error than thar 


ſubſtantiation of one body into anether, viz, of the bedy and ſubſtance of bread in- 
to ChrifP's Body; buttbis reacheth the TranſybRantiation of Chriffs os the 
Godhegt! ; which 1s jzoſt rinreaſonable, as well as moſt contraty toScripture 
and'isz teyiving © Kb Entychia)i Pee condemied, and that molt 
cats ag0s | 


w:od is conſumed with ira - botly of fleſh or wood is ſubbantially changed, the for» 


noſt falſly tcach, Thatthe elements of fire, 
air, water and-earth, differ ſubftanrially incheir ſubſtant 


the greateſt that ar? poſſible, trom groſs to be excecding Tpiricual and ſubtiles 
without any ſubſtantial change, being only changed in accidental forms and 
' modes, but renfaining the ſame in ſubſtance ; as when the Water was mira- 
culouſly changed by Chriſt into Wine ; here was no Tranlubſtantiation, or 
change of the bodily ſubſtance, but only a T ransformation, or change of the 
accidental forms and. modes of the Water, into: new- accidental forms aud 
modes of Wine, - . g ; 8 

VI.. A 6thgro% error, common gererally both to Papiſtsand many called 
Proteſtants; in that callxd by them Philoſophy, is, that many things which are 
real {ubſtances. thzy hold them to be but accidents, or accidental qualities, as 
the light or influence of the Sun, or of common fire, they hold to be nothing 
but accidental qualicies 3 allo the Emanationsthatcommonly flow.from Stones, 
Minerals, Mctals, Herbs and Animale, cauſing ſympathy and enfiparey, lome 
wheteof are more man'feft; that affe& our groſs ſenſes of ſmelling, taſting _ 
C 2 | ecl» 
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( 20 ) | 
feeling; ethers more hidden and occult, 'as chat of the Logd#one, that.draweth 
| Iroaco it: they hold them to be accidental-qualitics, baving no.real ſubſtance, 
Whereas the more true and fincere CRCOIRE reacheth, that theſe thingsare 
real ſubſtances, being either the Emiſſion or Ourflowings (commonly called 
effluvia) of the more ſabtile and ſpiritual parts of theſe bodies, whence they 
come forth, and proceed from, or the Rays and Beams of ſome Spirits that may 
be lodged in them, And on this error they build diversabſurd errors in that 
called their Divinity, both in relation tothe bodies and ſoals of men ; as firſt. 
* inrelationto the body : The vyertwe that wear forth from our bleſſed Lord's. 
P:rſon, that hcaled che woman of her bloady Iſſue,they hold not to be any ſub- 
ſtanc?, bur only an accident or quality. And next in relation to the ſouls of. 
men, that diyine vertue of ; light and life that cometh from Chriſt into, 
the ſouls © men, th Choolaten commonly boch amonPPapil and Pcote- 
ſtants (ſome cxcepted of Proteſtants, who arc more.undcriianding), hold, That 
it is no ſubſtance, but an accident or quality, which carry. they call Habit: and 
they commonly define theGrace of God ia the ſouls of the Saints to be no ſub- 
Rance, butan infuſed lupernatural habit :. and. the vertues and fruits of the Spi- 
rit, asFaich, Hope, Love, &c. they call fupernatural and infuſed habits and 
_— that are in themſelves of a periſhing Nature; And the ſeed of God in 
the Saints, they do not hold to be any ſubſtance, but a quality, or infuſed ha- 
bit. And the great occaſion of this their Error, That Grace is no ſub#ance, but 
an accident (viz. . habit or quality, which Arifatle placeth among the Predica: - 
ments of Accidents) proceedeth'trom this, That whereas they obſerye the Scri- 
_ pture diſtinguiſherhi betwixr Chriſt and the Grace of Chriſt,as alſo betwixt God 
and the Grace of God, and-betwixt the Holy Ghoſt and that Divine influence 
thatcometh from him into mens.ſouls z from thence they infer, That ſeeing 
that ſeed or influence of God's Grace, is not the Godhead, it muft be ſome ac- 
cident, habit or quality infuſed in the ſou] by God, there being, as they ſup- 
pole no middle being, of a middle Nature betwixt God and the ſouls of men 
ut in this they are greatly miſtaken ;* for there is a riddle being betwixt the 
Godhead and the fouls of men, which is that Medlatory Spirit, and Divine Nas: 
—F Chrif,, as he was the Heavenly Man, Mediator, Hcad-and High Prieſt 
and asband of his Church from the beginning of the World 3 the which 


Mediatory Spirit of Chriſt dwells in all fulceſs' in the Perſon of our blefled! | 


Eord, that was born of the Virgin Mzry, who ſuffered death for our ſins, and 
roſe again, and is aſcended into Heaven, and flill dwelleth ja him, and of his 
fulnels weal! receive our ſeveral meaſures, as John hath declared, Fobn I. and 
as Pau! likewife hath ſaid, Eph. 4.7.To every one of us is given grace, according 
to the meaſure of the Fife of Chrift, And tho the various meaſurcs of this 
Mcdiatory: Spiritof Chriſt are not dividable, nor ſeparable one from ano- 
ther, but moſt inſeparably united, yer a realdiſtinQtion may and ought to be 
allewed, as berwixt the Rays and beams of the Sun, that atc inſeparably united 

| one. 
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| " 47) ) | 
ane with agorhers andall withilig Bo: Sur,. yet-one. Ray is-not-a2002 © 
hers” but ave a Ne ies 9p the. paiticular meaſurg of. the Gift. of  * 
Chriſt, called by ſeveral Names and Dedominations, as Grace, Truth; Light 
and Lifc, &c, that isin one of the Saints is-not the ſame particular and nume- 
rical mcaſure.that is in another : And as'weare taught not only by:expreſs. 
worgsof Scrigture, but by the Saints experiences. that there are, greater and; 
leſſer, highcr,and Jower wealuresgk; this Niyine Mediaigry Spirit, Liſc and, 
Nature, and Divine Lightsthisdoth ſufficiently proyey that. it is.not the Gods; 
head,.or Sujream Tofinite Being, called in; Hebrew En/oph ,. for there is nothing - © 
in the Supreme Being that can be.called greater or leſſer, higher or lower,(ceing-; © 
eycry thingin God is melt infinitely and ſupteamly High, and Great; and- 
fecingalto, parry to Scriprure, the. Father, the Son, and the Hely Ghoſt; are 
this One 0#4,moſt High and Supream Jofinie, Being, or; Godbead: Ic muſt 
needs be confefled,..That thi Divine Spirit in 4he- Saints, that hath its meaſhres... 
higher and lower, js not the Godhead of either the Father, the Son or the Holy. 
Spirit, but the Mediator Spirit of the Son, as above-mentioned, in which the . 
Father, the Sou, and the. Holy Spirit dwelleth, as in a moſt glorious Temples. 
or place of. Fiabuation, called in Hebrew, Schechina, i.c« Tabernacle, And'be- © 
cauſe the Godhead of Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in the ſame. whole . 
Godhead is the ſame with the Godhead of the Father, moft immediateh,. 
thecefore it is that it receiycth ard beareth frequently the Name of the Son, 
and allo of Holy Ghoft, and is called the Srl of the Father, and alſo. the Spi> 
rit of the.Son. But it 1s not to be ſuppoſed, or thought, thatthis Middle Be- 
ing 1s. more immediately neat to us than the Godhcad, as with reſpet ro God's: 
Eſſence or Being, for that doth moſt intimately, or immediately penetrate all. 
things, and is moſt immediately preſent in all things, but with reſpe&t of Ma- 
nifeſtation and Revelation, that infinite Being of the Godhead is (uch,, that. 
mo created under fRanding, or mindof Men or Angelscan ſee, or behold bis glory : 
therefore He is ſaid to be ſuch in Scripture, whom no eye hath ſeen or can ſee, . 
and dwelling in the Light which none Can approach wnto; for ne man hath-ſeen God. 
at any time;towit,as He is iv Himſelf, but the only begotten Son of God, who. 
dweheth in bis boſome, bath declared him, who is the Image of the muiſible_ God, 
the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs Image or Charatter of his Subſtances 
And ſceing both the Scriptures Teſtimony,.and the. Saints experience. doth. 
prove, that lomewhart rcally divine, by way of influence and emanation,dorh 
come into the Souls and Hearts of the Saints from above, even frum the glo-. 
rified Man Chriſt Jeſus, that is glorified in Heaven, called in Scripture, Grace, 
Life, Light, Spirit, Power, Vertue, and is compated to Rain, Dew, Water, Wine, 
Oy1, Milk, Honey, and is;called Metaphorically by theſe Names. Ic is certain, this. 
Divine Being and Subſtance, that doth ſo deſcend frum Chriſt in Heaven, in- 
to the /oulsof men here on earth, mnlt nceds be ſome Middle Nature berwixt. 
God and us , ſor the Godhead of Chriſt, and of the Holy, Ghoft, which is one. 
and. 
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- ticularly Platinws, did hold, That there we in the ſou 
 reth or elevate it ſelf ints God, and bej ned tohim, he appearing to the, Foul. "biving 


| it happened frequent 


alt its natural powers and faculties of Imaginatibn or Ratiocination, and the aftings 


- tiring itſelf from. all multiplicity (as if a Jarge circle did colitratt'i its Rays and' 


+; Godhent with alma is # all laces, 
ſo eatmoraſcendy "or deſcent ery repro n toanethef'z therefote' 
that Avis veriae and infloence Liſe-atid Grace; that deſeenderh and. 
foweth down from above; out of foe Alllneſs' chat dwellerh inthe glorified 
_ Chu Jeſus, is nor he Godtod, barifome Middle Being, called by = 
I” Ws Ks gt ng God; that is! a rea fubſiance; and 
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ih ord ate falfe and niſoond} ich mvſt needs pro-' - 

coed fall&and unſourid Rn and with ſuch that called Nature! Philofo- 

- - phy dith abound. Bur ſome of the ditient Mophersy as the Platonifts, and pars 


/of man a power of facult 6: 
Divite Light. it cov 


bove that which is diſcurſwe, whertby being aſſed by t 
neither Farm, nor any 1dea. or ſimilirude, as ; Porphirins relateth of Plotipes, "that ſo 
wine 29 4 to him, and once ſo to Porphirius himſelf: the which high 
attainment and experience they declared came to be witneſſed by the Souls paſſing 
__ througb certain degrees of purification, illumination, and abftrattion from all wor1d- 
WW; things, and fleſhly defires and affettion;, yea' and by the Souls bring raiſed abive' 


thereof, to contem}late'God alone, aud be Eyned to him by this one higher power” of 

zhe Soul, which Plotinus, the Platonick philoopher, doth ſo diſtinguith from $i 
Hb that he calleth it, {EiGoy AGYS8 Kal wee Noyes, I, C. greater than Reaſon, and br- 
- fore Reaſon, Ennead.6, lib g. cap. To, The which divineenjoyment he calleth 
« blent rouch of the Soul whereby it toucheth God, cay' 9. and ly 'the Son! te 


Circutnference'to aſmall Point or center) int) unity, becometh one, and Joyneth 
Center to Ceriter, Viz. the S:u?s Center to God, its Center, and rhis he calleth,tbe 
Heet, or flight of the one to the one, cap. 11. 'By which it appeareth h&w much 
more dark and ignorant the late per bard and Profeſſors of Philoſophy are,then 
theſe ancient Plaronick Philoſophers were, who profeſſed ſuch a divine artain- 
ment, fruition-and enjoyment of God, - not only withont all Words, and en 
terna. 


'td Wbjeas, but eye; without al j laes | 
br thing: which ſo hr divine knowledge! muſt nceds be gran- 
tee by all intelligent med (et bave proceeded trom ſome real degree of internal 
divine reyclation and inſpiration, $ ang > much gencrally pow oppoſed, 
an by nene mate that by theth thats "reputeg"grea Solar and Phitoſo- 
\phees:* Bucwhether theſe above-mentioned P/rtonick Philoſophers (who did 
-ſoarmore'alofe inan High: Profetfion 'of divine knowledge than all other Sctts 


", 


M&e/6, 1 ibink it pot 
de thrcely. lare,my &- of Dan oh 
en Way beft with thre ey. Might have f 
VA Ae diving enj\yment. But-1t+ Was .hot permanent, nor abidingpih. 

r hagir keen fo, itrwoald no doubt have brought thin} than” they arri- 
ved; and would have dearcl} and-freed their: Minds of 'rhofs groſs errors thar 
genevallyttiey were clouded andientatigled with, everirbe belt of thenr ; forche 
befiot cher bold, ſonic groſserrots, ad badviryidark and Oblcure Notioris 
and © oneertiontalo ; God ard: Divine Things, and (poke riot very certdin- 
| ly and,clcatly. ol the Bon of {ouls of Good Men after Death,altho they did. 
generally. profeſs to beljeve the ſouls immortality,and future rewards and pu- 
nifbe<enrs, bur not one of thetn belieyed the RelurzeAion gf the Body, as the 
Scriptofes hold it forth; for they geperally believed rhe body was theſoul' pri- 
fogor ve,and {ot would be na. liciry g6'rh= ſou] to ber& united [{#] it, "not 
underſtanding how the body at the ReſurreRion is {6*refined and "dignified, 
yea, glorified, that it ſhall be no Prifon nor Grave to the Soul, but a moſt:beau- 
eiful Palace and T hrone, ſuch as ic was to Adam's Sou, before: he ſinned, and 
which at the Reſurreftion, ſhall þe.cariched., with greater-Beauty and Glory 
than itthen had, Alſo both. P/otinus and Porpbiring were great Encmies ts the: 

briſtians, and wrote gan them which plainly enaugh ſhewsthey were bur 
dark men, and had ar beft at that time bur little acquaintance with-cthe di- 
vine illumination in their experience, notwithſtanding rheirhigh profeſſion of it, 
as it is with t90 many at this day, who profeſs the divine-Light, and talk much 
more of it than they walk inc ; for if cither. P/otinus or Porphirics had been: 
faithful to that divine illumination given to them1n common. with all mankind, it 
would have led them to befriend, and not 70 oppoſe the Chriftians in thattimey, 
when Chrifianity did flouriſh a great deal mote. in the Purity and true life and 
power of it, than it did in after-ages. 

And thns I have in 20 divers inſtances. diſcoyered the great hurt of the: 
Worldly Philoſophy, irs being a great hinderance ro theChriſtian Faith,and a: 
greatenemy tothe Divine Wiſdom and true divine Philoſophy t by which. 
Worldly Philoſophy I underſtand notonly that taught by theſe called-encient Phis 
bſophers,but even that lately and art preſent taught by many called Chriftians, 
that concaineth more hurttul errors than any thing which may happen to = 
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cron} Bore? \ Men orIvcage of atiy morld- 1 


of them called: Philoſophery, did: really-experience and enjoy: what they did © 

\- in this-p/egermaacht iedifpney d thall onhyappre- © 

belt, i54OXy rohakde, that attimrer, . 
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|  taughtbythemof truth, do profit. $6 that to $6 2 free and impartial 
"Ab gon upon all that called commonly Ph; 
" #22dern of all the forts and ſets of them calle 


of 4 great mixture of error and fa{ſhoed, containing many dengerow and 
. .burtful Opinions but -mingled-with ſome trueNotions of things, that lie ſo 


| -rors that until it be better refined reformed and purged from thegreat droff, 
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lately deceaſed,and worthily eſteemedEſq; Boyl,zand others. 


. Teſſeng to ſeth aſter theTruePhiloſophy,Wiſdow or 


Wer. Saad to is. fl BST 7 1 WS" ho at. hs Y- ant dra; a 
E 7 - { ®, 
P 
y 
k , : : 
To. ”M # 
% 


l ſophy, both ancient and 
PBs 


\ | 
/ſophers,1t conſiſteth 


obſcure and .under the clouds of their many great and dangerous or- 


errors wherewithal it doth abound, 
more, that aye impartial Judges in the 
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to wore, that aye 71 ti 
ate of ſo great mixture, # rather hurtful 


then realy profitable:And.to ſpend time in turnipg over the. many Vo- 
Jumes of that called Ph;loſophy,to find the pure Tryth.cither of Thiogs 
Natural or Divine, is not ovly to loſe:time;but to!/expoſe-the mind to 
the great. of being/leavenedand corrupted withgrofsand burt- 
ful errorstending to overthrow the Chriſtian Faith.and to beget in the 
mind of him that is ſtudiovs in ir,a deep. prejudice and enmity againſt 
theTrueDivine Philoſophy,and theTruth as it is inJeſus.But'the fr 
endeavour of ſome lateWriters is greatly tobe commended, who have 
attempted to.corre&tand reform, the vulgar errors, in that calledPhiloſs- 
phy, as the Author of the bookcalled ExchiridionPhbyfice reſtitute,and-the 


And here,before I come to a concluſion of my intended watter, I 
think to-anſwer'2 weighty queſtions, 'and that very briefly. . 
The firſt is, What 3s the chief cauſe or reaſon, that men generally pro- 
Knowledge of Things both 
Divine and Natural, have' ſo greatly miſs d it, and inflead of the pure 
Truth, have embraced. Error, for the greateſt part. 
_-Anſ. The chief cauſe or reaſon is, their too much relying upon their 
Humare Underſtanding.,and the bare exerciſe of Human Reaſon,which 
they-generally made theRule and meaſurirg Line to find out all Truth 
or True Knowledg in natural things, even as Chriſtians, ſo called, too 
generally. do the ſame at this day;and I wiſh they did not ſo doin the 
learch of Divine Truth alſo,and in the cnquity after the Kncwledgof 
DivineThings, Hence it. is that ſome derive the Etymology of the word 
mens in Latin, that ſignifieth the Mizd in Erglib,from the Latin word 
metiri to. meaſure;as if the bare mir.d or humane underſtanding of man, 
were the meaſure of all truth,at leaſt in the knowledg of natural _ 
n 


( 23) 
And becanſe they did either wholly, or for moſt part rely upon their 
humane underſtanding, and bare exerciſe of humane Reaſon, thence it 
came-to paſs,that the divine gift of God, even that divine principle of 
Light wherewithal Chriſt the eternal word hadenlightned them, was 
neplected,and like the unfaithful and ſlothful ſervant, this divine Ta- 
lent wherewithal they ought to have occupied and traded,they buried 
in the earth ; and thus profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became Fools : 
And tho what was to be known of-God, had been in ſome meaſure 
made manifeſt in them,God having ſhewed it unto them by the divine 
!|lumination of the eternal word;yet, asPax/declareth, when they knew 
God they glorified hin not as God;nor were they thankful:And becauſe 
they did notlike to retain God in their knowledge,but held theTruth 
18 unrighteouſneſs, therefore their fooliſh hearts were darkened and 
they were given up to vile affetions; and this wasthe more general 
ſtate of them call'd Heathen,or Gentile P biloſophers;yet | will notjudg fo 
hardly or uncharitably of themuniverſally,becauſe the more ſober and 
bumble mindedGemtiler,did not profels ſo much;but praftiſed more and 
better, and might be,and [ believe were in a better ſtate and conditi- 
on towards God:And tho I ſhall be far frota concluding,that they are 

iſhed,yet whoever of them are ſaved with eternal falvation,itis not 
Q any works of Righteouſneſs which they had done, in their meer 

ntile ſtate,or by anyObedience to anyLaw orLight whatſoever, with- 
out Faith in Chriſt Jeſugbat by Faith in ChriſtJeſus,all who ever have 
been or ſhall be ſaved fromthe beginning of the world to the end of 
it,have and ſhall obtain eternal Life and Salvation, as Pax] hath largely 
declared and proved in his Epiſtles to theRowars andGelatians; and 
in hisEpiſtle to the Ephefianshe telleth them,7hat by grace they were ſa- 
ved through faith,and not by any works they had performed before faith was 
_ given them,and wrought in them. But how the true Faith of Chriſt was 
wrought in them,in thoſe days, when it was not outwardly preached 
tothem by the Miniſtry of Men, nor by the holy Scriptures, is beſt to 
leave among the ſecrets of God, till he be pleaſed further to reveal it, 
feeing it is confeſſed generally on all hands,that the Spirit of God was 
ſufficient to-work the true Faith in them, without anOutward Miniſtry; 
who worketh when, where and how he pleaſeth, who can and doth 
(no doubt)preach tothem born' deaf and dumb,whoſe ways are aboye 
our ways,and his thoughts above ours, as the Heavens are above' the 
Earth. D The 


_—_ 
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he 24 queſtion is this What i the true Divine Philofophy, Bow 43- 
inguiſhed from theWorldly Philoſophy,which4he 4poſile Panl bid the 
lieving Coloſſrens beware of, ſaying, Beware left any ſpoil you thro' 

Philoſophy and vain Deceit, Col. 2. . 

 - Anſ;The true Divine Philoſophy is a meaſure of the Divine Wiſdom 

and Knowledg,whether of things Divine or Natural: which the Mi:4 

of Man receiveth by Divine Iilumination,Revelation and Inſpiration, 


$ that cometh from the Spirit of CHriſt Jeſus, the which Spirit of Chriſt 


Feſus; as it is a ſanCtifying Spirit, ſealing to Mentheir Adoption; and is 
therefore called the Spirit of Adoption,all true and fincere believers re- 
ceive fromthe Man ChriſtJeſus,through true Faith in bim,and fromGod 
- - theFather through Chriſtz and this was that Spirit in the Prophets and 
Apoſtles,that taught them their knowledge of God,and of things bath 
Divine and Natural,and which not only revealed to them,and in them 
- theglorious Attributes and PerfeCtions of the Great Creator, and the 
* greatmyſteries of hisDivineWiſdom,Counſel and Will, but alſo ſhewed 
aud taught'them many things of the Creation, and opened unto them 
the book of the Creatures,as is largely to be ſeen by ſach as are ſpiritu- 
ally minded,in the holyScriptures,how excellently the Prophets,as Mo- 
fer;David, Iſaiah, and many others, were taught in the knowledge of 
the Creation;as well as of the Creator,by his DivineSpirit and Ligh i8 
them.And thisDivinePhiloſophy and Wiſdom is diftinguiſhed from the 
worldly Philoſophy,which Paul bid the Coloſſians beware of,chiefly and 
_ principally in this,that the Divine Philoſophyisatter Chriftzthat is to ſay, 
theSpirit of Chriſtdoth teach it to all the ſiocereEovers and Profeſſors 
thereof. But the worldly Philoſophy(excepting ſome Fragments of Truth 
that ſome of theſe called Heathen Philoſophers had;from the common D7- 
vine Illumination which was in them;and in all men,but which they lit- 
tle heeded orregarded)did proceed from the ſpirit of the world, which 
is a ſpirit of error,aud leadeth hs followers into all error,as the ſpirit of 
Truth leadeth into all Truth;xnd therefore the worldly Philoſophy or Wiſ- 
* domgs called in Scripture,the fleſhly Wiſdom that is enmity toGod. And as 
Paul called the Do&rines of late falſe Teachers,that profeſſed Chrifti- 
. avity 1n his Day,theDo@rines of Devilszfo well may the falſe Docrines 
of them called Heathen Philoſophers,be called theDo@rines of Devils,be- 
az fodirealy oppoſite to the true Chriſtian DoQtrine and Faith taugh: 
by Chriſt and the boly Prophets,Evangeliſts - onmen;? * 
*, : | 1 
M1 { 


San... © ark 
_ 78 , b 


” e Tu p. 4 DTT. 3 © EVE <a _ 
@ . *K af" i. FR . Od on Kind 5.7 
” - D Lg a 
L . - m A EW _ = 
2 _ - 
< ) 


the hoſyScriptnres;for indeed moſt,or rather all the Herefes,and groſs - 


Errors of the falſe Feachers, pretending to Chriſtianity, fince the days 
of theApoſtles,had theirRiſe and Original from the Errors of theHea- 
then Philoſophers that went before them; as the Hereſies of the Arians, 
Neftorians, Eutychians, Sabellians, Macedonians, Pelagians, the Manj- 
chees. and Gnoſticks, and many others, as might be at large demonſtca- 
ted, if it were neceſfary. And'as.the Divine Philoſophy or Wiſdom, dif. 
fereth fromthe worldly Philo fſophy;ua their Riſe and Qciginal,as is above 
ſaid,fo in their greatlydiffering effectsz The Divine Wiſdom and Phj- 
loſophy teacheth the. pare Truth, without any mixture of Error or 
Falſhood the Worldly Philoſophy or Wiſdom, teacheth nothing but 
Error, Untruth and Falſhood';': for what things were or are true that 
are found in the Sayings or Writings of the: Heetherr Philoſophers, do 
not properly belong to the wor/dly Philoſophy, but to that [rrle Seed of 
Frath and Light which did: at times ſhine-in-them;bur-very obſcurely 
- or. plimmeringly, becauſe-of the great Darkneſs that did for-moſt pars 

prevuit in-them,the which Truth, ubey; did: generally. hold in unrighte- 
ouſneſi;as Pau! hath declared. AgaingherDivine-Philoſophpor Wiſdom 
maketh her Lovers pure; peaceablepmerk-and humble;and full of good 
fFuit#3- but the worldly Philofopby being of: av Oppoſite Nature;-hath 


the contrary'effets,maketh her followerr-impure, wrathtul, contentious 


and proud and notwithRanding'thatznany of the HeathenPhilo/aphers 
| Pretended togreat humility: —_—_—_—— and gther-Vertuesz and [cans 
not be fo antharitable,at toronclade univerſally; Thatnone'of thembad 
not ſome rea}Vertnes,yet for moſt part;as: theHiſtory of their Lives do 
ffficiently prove,they had more a ſhew bf thele Vertuesthanany rel 
poſſeſſion of them-;for-fuch'as their-Wildom, was,fuch were their Ver- 
tues; but their Wiſdom, as Payl hath defined it, was a ſoew, or talk of 
Wiſdom, Nye 5006, Col.2 23. and ſo were their Vertues for molt part. 
And in their feigned humility they would not call themſelves 56@9,i.e.wiſe 
men,as ſome of their Anceftors were called; but q:X0o6@0;, . e. Lovers of: 
Wiſdom-3 Pythagoras being the firſt that ſo called himſelf, $i\droqe, a 
Philoſopher, i e.a Lover of Wiſdom, But the Apoitle Pant being taught 
by the Divine Wiſdom, telleth #4 what their Wiſdom, and Profe(lioa - 
of it, amounted unto, profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe,they became fools, 
Rom.x.22. and therefore in order to mens attaining the trne Wiſdom, 
he taught, That men muſt firſt become foolr3 That ie, to deny the Wit-- 
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' Jom of this Worlds even as Chriſt taught, That for Judgment he came 5 
into this World, that they 1h4t ſee might be wade blind, and they that are 
lufion, 1 give this Warning and Caution, That 
loſophers, whether Ancient or Late,led 


Trac Faith of Chriſtz ſohave the ignorant, vain talſe 
ichrthey borrow from RoNe Of 


1 hewſelves to be able WW: 
ve things they cither [ike or diſlike, 
They are oft bold to briog forth 
keuſe of them againſt 
Faith and Religion: 


women that cry out: 


charge them-wwith the ice whereof they 
' Therefore let all be warned: wa 
interpret 
Reaſon, astoo many Prev 


interpreting pervert it own 
their Human Reaſon be ſubjeSted unto the Obedi- 
rage? 19-0 made _uſe of, which are 
c down Imaginations3 the Greek 

exd every High Thing that exalteth 
ngeth into Captivity every 
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